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THE BIRDS ON PALMYRA 


We usually think of pretty much of the world 
as already explored. Byrd has lived close to 
the South Pole. A group of Russians even cam¬ 
ped at the North Pole. There is none of Africa 
which white men have never seen and only a little 
unexplored territory in South America. Most of the 
things in the world have been observed and described 
and the knov/ledge of them preserved in books. 

But right here at Palmyra we see things which scientific 
explorers have never written down. When this station was 
started the Audubon society, which is the authority on birds 
in the world, sent us a list of the birds found here. It had 
many mistakes in it, for the simple reason that no one had 
ever bothered to make a real study of these birds. 

Some of them are common. The terns and boobies are 
found on many islands. But some are rare and inter¬ 
esting. Three birds hero now are in the midst of one 
of the longest migrations on record.., The large bristle¬ 
thighed curie?;, the brown bird with a curved bill who 
hunts crabs along the shore, is on his way from Tahiti, 
where he spends the winter, to some unknown spot in 
northern Alaska, where he nests. No one has 
seen this curlew’s nest, or egg and the location of 
his breeding gro?ind is a mystery to science. The golden 
plover and the smaller wandering tattler are also on 

their way to Alaska to breed. In the fall these same 
birds will again appear hero on their way to the south 
Seas for another winter. 

It seems almost impossible that such small birds 
can fly such a distance, most of it over water. 

But they make the rotmd trip every year. I often 
wonder how the first one knew when he loft Alaska 
that Hawaii lay to the south, and Palmyra still 
further on, and all the South Sea Islands beyond 
that. As a matter of fact it is oven more amazing 
that the tiny things can manage to hit Hawaii so 
unerringly year after year, after a flight of several 
thousand miles over empty ocean. It's an instinctive 
ability which no other living creature possesses. So 
take a look at the birds. Some of them you can’t see 
at such close range anywhere else in the world as you . 
can any day right here. 


Charles H. Buck, Jr 
Chaplain, USNR. 
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AN EDITORIAL 


The service man's faith in God 
-‘.s his most potent weapon and also 
,.iis best source of power and cou¬ 
rage. We find it easier to re^ 
nn Him since we are far from home 
than ever before. Here we live 
so much from day to day that it 
is a constant job to keep up,and 
things are so indefinite we can 
only intrust the future to Him 
and take what comes as our lot. 

We realize more and more every 
day that the most valuable thing 
we brought with us into the ser¬ 
vice was our faith in God. How 
we pity those poor follows who 
have no such *tay. Every day we 
should be more thankful for those 
homes where we were reared as 
Christians, not only in word but 
in deed and fact. 

How we hope that the folks at 
home will continue teaching their 
boys in the light of the Bible. 

It is the only teaching that 
promotes proper growth and at 
the same time building good cit¬ 
izens. T'e are here where we get 
a different aspect of this war 
than the folks at homo and it 
is serious. War is always ser¬ 
ious. More and more the things 
we learn convince us that this 
is a gigantic struggle between 
right and wrong and wo see some 
who weaken because they don't 
have the support of an invisible 
hand. How we all need that sup¬ 
port now. Tie say this because 
there is always a tendency on the 
part of all of us to let down in 
spiritual things when the going 
isn't especially hard. 

This war could well have been 
sent upon us to awaken us. 

DIVINE SERVICES 

(Protestant T 

Every Sunday 


0900 - Menge Theater 

1130 - Cooper Chapel 


J. R. Haley, formerly a CMlc 
of the 5th battalion and who tra¬ 
nsferred to the 76 th, is helping 
us out greatly in our work here 
on this rock. Without his pres¬ 
ence here that work would be much 
more difficult. And incidentally, 
Mr. Haley was connectod with the 
State Highway Department in Cin- 
cinatti, Ohio prior to joining 
the Seahees. 

M. N. Harrollson, CMlc of Co.D. 
was a civil engineer of Pine Bluff 
Arkansas before entering the CB's, 

G. E. Martin, MMlc of Co. D, 
was a tractor man and farmer of 
Yazoo City, Miss. 

F. A. Garcia, Sic of Co. D, wag 
a hotel clerk in Denver, Colorado. 

J. C. Bonbow, Ylc of Hdqts. Co. 
was the assistant purchasing agent 
of a construction company in 
Houston, Texas. 

R, E. Green, SF3c of Co. A, 
was a plumber in Decatur Alabama. 
An ex-service man, brother Green 
once saw service in Panama. 

G. II. Felton, MMlc of Co. D, 
first saw the light of da3 r in 
Arkansas but came into the Naval . 
engineers from Texas. 

L. E. Singley, MM2c of Co. D, 
helped build lc-voes in Mississippi 
for several years. 

J. Fumino, CM3c of Co. D, was 
a shipyard worker in Vancouver 
British Columbia. 

M. B. Cappcll, CM2c of Co. A, 
toiled for a construction conp- 
any in Alexandria Louisiana. 

C. H. Burns, S2c of hdqts. Co. 
vies to-sting airplane engines at 
tho time he enlisted with the C3': 

G. G. Dulis, Sic of Co. D, 
was on the engineering staff of 
a utility company in Portland , 
Oregon. 


LOST 

Gillette safety razor - Findotr 
please contact R. K. Cloud of' 

D - 5 

Small pearl handle knife. Rosturn 
to J. K. Simmons in tent No. 2 

NOTICE 


In the future, copies of th-e 
Marine Daily Eagle will be placed 
in tho recreation buildings. 

These papers should bo road and 
left in tho recreation rooms so 
our mates may cono in and road 
them during the day. Thanks. 
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The baseball league swung into 
action last Monday with the Aces 
defeating the Wellingtons by a 
rather large score. It was a 
good game for several innings 
until t’-'e Wellingtons started 
to weaken, and then it became 
a little lop sided. Both teams 
can stand plenty of improve¬ 
ment but that will come with 
more play as neither of the 
teams had much tine for pract¬ 
ice before the league opened. 

The league will in all pro¬ 
bability bring to light a lot 
of new ball stars for the root¬ 
ers to yell for - for instance, 
a lot worse pitching has been 
seen than that done by Chief 
Wellington and Frannie Lott - 
Slim, behind the plate, can 
really take care of the high 
throws and it takes a real wide 
one to get by Mickey O’Donnell. 

Shell hunting is producing 
some fine results for so>e of 
the fellows. So’ e very fine 
collections have already been 
acquired by such hard hunting 
ien as Paul Leach, Shorty Calf- 
ee, A. M. Stanley, Elton Forbes 
and many others. Must be a 
knack or else its knowing where 
to hunt because the real pretty 
ones are not too easjr to find. 

Most of the men in company 
A are now assigned to the type 
of work that they like to do. 

If this isn’ttrue in your case 
don't give up because there 
are changes being made all the 
time. If you don't believe me, 
ask Chief Dugger - thats the 
fellow who is turning gray 
trying to keep track of who 
works where, etc. 

Lt. Caulfield, commanding 
officer of company A, has been 
ordered elsewhere for awhile, 
so let's use this space to say: 
"So long Mr. Caulfield - we 
hate to see you go even for a 
short time, but rest assured 
that company A will be in there 
pitching for the officers you 
leave in charge and will make 
you proud of your outfit." 

SUGGESTION BOX 

We are informed that the 
suggestion•box v-m placed 
hoar the entrance to the post- 
office building. Let those 
suggestions roll in b^t keep 
them within the bounds of 
reason. 
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HEwOUARTERS 

We in headquarters company 
wish to thank the "powers that 
be" for the new recreation 
room for reading and writing. 

I understand that Monte Carlo 
will remain at the same address 
and will not infringe upon the 
license of the noble members of 
the 76 th who wish peace and 
quiet while indulging in the 
favorite activity of the armed 
forces - writing letters hone. 

We do not wish to crowd our 
luck hut we have heard nothing 
more about the dry room for our 
woolen clothes. I daresay t : at 
with our paltry incomes, $50.00 
worth of woolen clothes is a 
large item. We, if necessary, 
would even pay a monthly fee to 
our Uncle Sammy or his represen- 
tives thereof to have a safe 
dry place to store them. Regar¬ 
dless of how careful we are, 
they pick up moisture from the 
extremely high humidity and this 
California fog. "Please, oh 
please, our fathers, Come to our 
aid at this time." 

Who knows the name of the late 
riser who gave the bugler a 
black eye? (or is it a stye). 

The cooks and bakers lost a 
well played game to the all-stars 
Monday evening. They showed up 
very well for t^e first three 
innings but ran out of wind. I 
would suggest a little drill 
and marine invasion tactics. 

Who knows - maybe the food is 
better in t e galley? Why not 
patronise "Slim's Place" and 
find out? 

The seame' 1 in company D are 
now on the same le^el with the 
rated men in headquarters co. 
(living in tents). 

Did you know that everything 
we have on the island, except 
the ants and coconuts, has to 
be shipped at least 3000 miles, 
and the material we use has a 
vali'O abo^t fou.r times higher 
than it would have in the States? 
Also, that this is not the land 
of plenty but entirely depend¬ 
ent upon shipping for it's very 
existance. Please remember this 
the next time you are about to 
waste water, food or material. 

The mail is just about catch¬ 
ing up with us now and everyone 
appreciates the unselfish acco- 
madating attitude of the post¬ 
master. 

Some of the boys on KP were 
transferred to hard labor. I 
wonder which they like better? 
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COMPANY D 


FLASH 




K. M. Wilson is the proud 
father of an eight pound baby 
boy. We wish you and yours all 
the happiness in the world. 

Listen Keiller, we don't mind 
your music every morning on 
that bugle, but who is that 
mate you awake to go with you 
while you blow it? Scared of 
the dark? 

We hear brother Goolsby loves 
the tents very dearly. 

Baker, who was operating an 
elevator at the transient hoter, 
(eleveting planks from the 
ground to the saw table) has 
just been transferred to KP duty. 

They say that they are sing¬ 
ing the first two lines of the 
Seabee song a little different 
now. It sounds like this - 
"We are the seabees of the Navy, 
We can build and we can fight, 
Curly Cunningham can throw * 
the bucket left and right." 

Old Witipy ' s doing alright 
with his shell hunting? During 
working hours? He should get 
rich with all the cat. eyes that 
he is selling. Hey, what? 

Careful there, G.lim Bruce. 

You might do all the work for 
the rated men and tnat won't do. 

Kid Bruce says "that Did Lomax 
is in great need of a-? 

Cosby has acquired a vr eked 
right since he has been mess 
cooking. A few of his buddies 
have paid dearly because of 
his recently found skill, 

MOVIDS 


May 14 - Louisiana Purchase 

" 15-Ball of Fire 

" 16-Keep "Em Fly:' ng 

" 17-Sweater Girl 

it 18-Wake Island 

ii 19-- The Vanishing Virgin¬ 

ian 


You can fool a Seabee but you 
can't fool a cat. One of the boys 
gave a kitten the remains of his 
famous ground meat a few mornings 
ago. What do you think happened? 
The feline immediately began to 
cover it up and finally succeeded 
in doing so. Now, you can readily 
see where that famous dish'of the 
armed forces got it's name. 

On a shingle. This writer for 
one prefers-the shingle alone 
but when possible we mooch the 
boys out of two shingles and let 
the other half of that wonderful 
meal stay in the pot. Does any¬ 
one agree with me? 

THIS AND THAT 

Looks as if o’ r now chief MAA 
is big enough to buck up what he 
says. In case you have not lean¬ 
ed, Chief John w. Stradling of 
Company A. platoon 3 is now chief 
MAA of the seahees on this rock, 
and a mighty good ~ne too. Serv¬ 
ing under Chief Stradling are 
three (one from'each company) 
very capable and cop-like. MAA's, 
who are*also new on the job. Be 
careful boys CIS you.know the old 
saying; "A new broom sweeps clean" 

R. II, Busby 

THANKS 


The staff of this paper wishes 
to take this opportunity to 
thank all of you fellows who 
have been so nice to compliment 
this sheet and to ask when the 
next ussue would bo out. e 
want to make this a better pap«or 
so lot's have your suggestions. 
After all, this is your paper, 
we want to please you and not 
the staff. 

BULLETIN BOARD 


ii 20-Secrets 

" 21-Iceland 


of the Lone Wolf 

Don' t 
bulletin 


forgot to look at the 
board each dav fcllowss 


SERVING TI.5IR COUNTRY 


as there is always information 
there that is valuable to all 


The family of E. A. Wood, 
Coxswain of D-6, is in the 
war effort all the way. While 
brother Wood is hero on this 
rock struggling with the rest 
of we fellows, his wife is in 
the WAACS, now stationed at 
Camp Rustom Louisiana. His sev¬ 
enteen year old son \s some¬ 
where in the Pacific with the 
United States Marines. r, o are 
proud of folks like that. 


of us. 

It has just been announced 
that the dry room for storing 
woolen clothes is ready for use 
Clothes must be washed before 
storing. 

















